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in answer to repeated questions. The mother set her down and proceeded to search every hole and corner for the jasam, hut it was not to he found. Her husband was greatly alarmed on hearing of this untoward event. The loss of Bs. 100, at which the trinket was valued, might have been borne; but Hindus believe that misfortune invariably follows the loss of gold. He set all his servants and hangers-on to look for the jasam, but they were unsuccessful In despair he hurried to Nalini for advice and was told to send for Gobardhan, which he promptly did.
The astrologer listened attentively to his story and then asked whether Jadu Babu would try Bdti Chdld (divination by the bdta leaf), or some simpler method of discovering the lost jasam. On learning that the matter would be left entirely in his hands, he told Jadu Babu to collect all his servants in the parlour and let him have half a seer (1 Ib.) of raw rice, with as many strips of banana leaf as there were servants. When all were assembled, Gobardhan thus addressed them, " Mrinu has lost her jasam, have any of you seen it?" The reply was a chorus of "Noes" with emphatic head-shakings. " Then none of you have stolen it ? " Again a volume of protestations. " Very well, then," said Gobardhan, " I must try the or<Jeal of chewed rice." After uttering many mantras (incantations) and waving his hand over ti& pile of